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RELIGIONCHAPTER IDEFINITIONS OF RELIGION. THE DAWN OF RELIGIOUS
IDEASTHE first Thought and Question is: What is Religion? There are many definitions as
well as different phases,and it would be as well to begin with a few examples:I. "A belief
binding the spiritual nature of man to a Superhuman Being on Whom he is conscious that he is
dependent ; also the practice that springs out of the recognition of such relation,
including the personal life and experience, the doctrine, the duties, and the rites founded on
it."-Standard Dictionary.2. "Religion is man's belief in a Being mightier than himself and
inaccessible to his senses, but not indifferent to his sentiments and actions with the feelings
and practice which :flow from such a belief."-Standard Dictionary.Writers hitherto have given the
different phases, or forms, under a classification which omits the true interpre- tation of the
origin and evolution of religion.They commence with the Anthropological as: (r) Anim- ism, or
Polydremonism. (2) Polytheism embracing Therianthropism. (3) Nomistic religions, as
Brahminism, Confucianism, Zoroastrianism. (4) Individualisticreligions, as Buddhism,
Mohammedanism, and Christianity.They also class them Philosophically: (r) Antitheistic,
embracing Atheism, Agnosticism, Pantheism, Nature re- "ligions and Animism.22 THE_
ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION(2) Theistic, embracing Polytheism and Monotheism, or Theism
proper, including Theism, Mohammedanism, Juda- ism, and Christianity, etc. It is my task to
try and show that all these various forms, and the different phases of religion, originated from
three sources, and that· as man advanced in evolution so his religious ideas became more
and more developed upon a higher plane ; all was at first depicted in Sign Language
because primitive man had not the words to express his ideas otherwise.Nothing short of the
remotest beginnings could sufficiently instruct us concerning the origin of religious rites,
dogmas, and doctrines that still dominate the minds of men without being understood.One has
to go back and study the mental evolution that has taken place in the human race pari
passu with the physical, and show that the mode in which primi- tive man attained
expression, in terms of external phenomena, by a process as purely scientific as the origin, was



simply nature governed by the Periodic Laws ; then we can understand why mankind should
come to worshipa divine being alleged to divide all things into three as a mode of
representing its own triune nature.The earliest forms of religion can only be found when we
study the Anthropological Ethnology of earliest man. The Offering Propitiation to the elemental
powers was the first origin of religion-by the Pygmies, first of thehuman race, born in
Africa.The earliest mode of worship recognizable was of three kinds:(r)Propitiation of the
Superhuman Powers. The power was of necessity elemental, a power that was objectified by
means of the living type; and of necessity the object of propitiation, invocation, and
solicitation was the power itself, and not the typesbywhich it was imaged in the language of
Signs. If we use the term "worship," it was the propitiation of the power in the thunder or storm,
not the thunder or storm itself. Primitive man had observed the various powers and attributes
of the forces of nature-water flowing, trees growing, darkness, light, thunder, storms, etc.-and
fromOF RELIGION sthese powers of nature man would imbibe his Spiritual ideas, and solaythe
primary foundation of the later myths. Each at first was given, and recognized by, a Sign and
Symbol ; afterwards a name would be attached to or connected with each power or attribute-
one greater than all would become " The One " Great Power or Spirit, and others would
become attached as attributes or powers of The One.(2) The propitiation of the Spirits of
the Ancestors,which has been called Ancestral worship.This was the dawn of true religion,
because:Religion proper commences with and must inciude the idea or desire for another life.
The belief in another life is founded on the Resurrection of the Spirit. The belief in the
resurrection of the Spirit was founded upon the faculties of abnormal seership, which led to
Ancestor Worship in all lands at one time. It was a worship, or propitiation, of the Ancestor
Spirits, not the body Corpus which died and disintegrated, but the human soul emerging alive, in
the likeness of the man, out of the bddy of dead matter. The Corpus could not, and never did,
come back, or make its appearance again in any form but the " Spiritual body " of pure
Corpuscles which arose out of the dead body, and was visible to seers. It was for this
reason that man was so sure of an after life, and upon this religion was founded. If man
had not seen any ghosts, there never would have been any religion. Unfortunately, the present
"wise men" have made a great mistake, which primitive man did not. The later homo has
mixed up the "elemental powers" wjth the " human Ancestors." The former never had
been men or women, the latter had; and this is where the Hindu, Christian, and others have
gone wrong in their doctrines, not knowing the true gnosis or origin of these religious doctrines.
There could be no transmigration of Souls from elemental powers which were not nor ever had
been human.The "Anima" signifies ·one of the seven elementalsouls, but does not
comprehend the group.4 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONThe Animistic nature powers
were typified : theAncestral spirits are personalized.The elemental powers are
commonly a group of seven, but spiritualism has no experience or knowledge o seven human
spirits that visit earth together, or traverse the planetary chain of seven worlds,In Animism,
mediums could not interview the serpent, bull, or turtle of eternity in spirit form; on the



contrary, the Animistic powers have had to be objectified and made apparent by means of
these totemic types.Thus in Animism there are no spirits-that is, no spirits which appear as
the doubles of the dead or phan- tasms of the living.Thus when the Zulus say : " There are
Amatonga or Ancestral spirits who are snakes and who come back to visit the living in the guise
of reptiles," they are speaking in sign language. Both the monkey and the snake had been
totemic types, not only of the human brotherhood, but also of the elemental powers or souls.
Thus there was an elemental soul of the snake totem and the Ancestral spirits of that same
totem, and the snake remained a representative of both, to the confounding of the Animistic
soul with the Ancestral spirit at a later stage.But those who kept fast hold of the true doctrine,
always and everywhere insisted that their Ancestral spirits did not return to earth in the guise
of monkeys, snakes, lions, crocodiles, or any other of the totemic Zootypes, but in the human
likeness.They did not mistake the "souls" of one category for "spirits" in the other, because they
knew the difference. The Egyptians always made it clear betwixt the super- human powers, and
the Manes, or the "Gods" and the "Glorified "-and that can be followed all over the world. Thus
the human soul never was "conceived as a bird" but may be imaged as a bird, according to the
primitive system of representation. The Golden Hawk, for instance, was a bird whi.ch typified the
sun that soared aloft as Horus in the heavens, and the same bird in the eschatology was then
applied to the human soul in its resurrectionOF RELIGION 5from the body. Hence the hawk
is a confirmed image, not the portrait of a 4uma.n soul. The feathered Angel was never yet
seen by clairvoyant vision, and is not a result of revelation.We know how they originated, why
they were so represented, and how they came into the Syrian and Mohammedan Doctrines and
Christian eschatology. They are the human-headed birds that were compounded and _
portrayed for souls in Egypt, and carried out thence into Babylonia, Judea, Greece, Rome, and
other lands.Thus in the Koran (Sura XXXV) it is said that God maketh the angels His
messengers and that they are furnished with two, or three, or four pairs of wings, according to
their rank and importance; the archangel Gabriel is said to have been seen by Mohammed the
Prophet with six hundred pairs of wings. The duties of the angels, according to the
Mohammedans, were of various kinds. Thus nineteen angels are appointed to take charge
of hell fire (Sura LXXIV) ; eight are set apart to support God's Throne on the Day of
Judgment (Sura LXIX) ; several tear the souls of the wicked from their bodies \'Vith
violence, and several take the souls of the righteous from their bodies with gentleness and
kindness (Sura LXXIX); two angels are ordered to accompany every man on earth, the one to
write down his good actions and the other his evil deeds, and they will appear with him at
the Day of Judgment, the one to lead him before the Judge, and the other to bear
witnesseither for or against him (Sura L). Mohammedan Theola- , gists declare that the angels
are created of a simple sub- stance of light, and that they are endowed with life and
speech and reason ; they are incapable of sin, they have no carnal desire, they do not
propagate their species, and they are not moved by the passion of wrath and anger ; their
obedience is absolute. Some are said to have the form of animals. Four are



Archangels, viz. Michael, Gabriel, Azrael, and Israfel ; they possess special powers, and
special duties are assigned to them.If we turn to the older Syrian system of angels, we6
THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONfind them divided into nine classes and three orders- upper,
middle, and lower. The upper order is composed of Cherubin, Seraphim, and Thrones ; the
middle order of Lords, Powers, and Rulers ; and the lower order of Principalities, Archangels,
and Angels. The Archangels in this system are described as " a swift operative action," which
has dominion over every living thing except man, and the Angels are a motion which has
spiritual knowledge of everything that is on earth and in heaven.With the Hebrews, they were
grouped into ten classes,i.e. the Erelim, theJshim, the Bene Elohim, the Malachim, the
Hashmalim, the Tarshishim, the Shishanim, the Cherubim, the Ophannim, and the Seraphim.
Amongst these were divided all the duties connected with the ordering of the heavens and
the earth, and they, accordingto their position and importance, become the interpreters of the
Will of the Deity.As I shall endeavour to show, tltese were the elemental powers divinized by the
Egyptians, and the true gnosis was perverted, after the esoteric meaning had been lost.(3)
The third was propitiation, invocation, and worship of a Great Spirit whom they coield not
define.Thus we find that the origin of spirits and religion is threefold.First, elemental powers were
propitiated; secondly, Ancestors were invoked and propitiated, and, thirdly, propitiation,
invocation, and worship were made to the Great Spirit.The Gods and Goddesses of the oldest
races were developed from the superhuman nature powers which originatedwithand from the
earth, as the universal Great Mother, and not from the Ancestral human Spirits.The one is
always and universally differentiated from the other.The supposed transmigration of human
souls, of turtles, or of other Zootypes was impossible when as yet there was no human soul
descreted. Those who believe that primitive man fancied he had a separate soul whichOF
RELIGION 7he could hide for safety in a tree, a stone, or an egg are but speculative theorists
who have never mastered the language of the primitive signs. The soul which trans· migrates
was pre-human, elemental, and totemic: a soul that was divisible according to its parts and
elemental powers, but common to life in general in all its forms, in earth and water, air
and tree, to man and reptile,.fish, bird, and beast.Primitive man has been portrayed in
modern times as if he were a philosophic Theorist. He has been charged with imagining all
sorts of things which never existed ; asifthat were the origin of his Spirit and his Gods ;
whereasthe beginning was with the elemental powers. These were external to himself.
There was no need to imagine them. They were, and with this cognition his Theology
began. However primitive, they neither had not pretended to have the power of taking the human
soul out of the body when in peril, and depositing it for safety in a tree or stone, nor any other
Totemic type. Such a delusion belongs to the second childhood of the human race rather
than to the first.Now we cannot get back fttrther in the origin of religion, its meanings, and true
interpretation than the Pygmies, for the Pygmy was the first human in evolution from the
Anthropoid Ape. Here then we find the origin and dawn of all religion and religious
ideas.With the Pygmy the elements of life themselves are the objects of recognition, and



the elemental powers '\ were and are propitiated. This was the beginning which ·
preceded the Zootype, and which was expressed in Sign Language; it
preceded Mythology and Totemism.The Pygmies are pre-totemic, and there are no legends
or folk-lore tales connected with them; they possess no magic, but they do possess
religious ideas.These Pygmies are upon the lowest step in the ascent of man. They were
the first humans, and, although still found in many parts of the world, their Motherland
on earth is Africa. In no other country do we find even any trace of the connecting links
(Bushman and Masabas THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONNegro) with the Nilotic Negro who
developed religious ideas in the next stage of evolution.So closely were the facts of nature
observed ·andregistered by the Egyptians that the earliest divine men in their Mythology
are portrayed as Pygmies, and the earliest form of the Human Mother was depicted with the
characteristic of the Pygmy woman.The Great Mother was not depicted as a woman until the
later part of the Lunar Cult, and then only as " part of a woman." 1The Divine man was
not portrayed as a man untilthe Solar Cult. All Gods and Goddesses and the Powers of
Nature before the late Lunar and early Solar Cults were imaged by Zootypes in one form
or another.Thus we see how erroneous are the terms : Animism, Polydremonism, Polytheism,
Therianthropism, and all that these terms imply, when used to express the true conceptions of
primitive man, because from the first the Pygmy recognizes:I. The One Great Spirit
Whom he cannot define orsee, but to Whom he erects a primitive altar and makes offerings,
supplicati'ons, and invocations, and invents a Sign or Symbol to depict or image Him
objectively.He propitiates the Spirits of the departed by erectinglittle houses wherein he places
food, because he can see them and knows that they exist; not that he believes his
former friends will eat the actual material food, but that the Spirit of the food will be
consumed by them and will satisfy their wants, and thus they will leave him in peace.He
propitiates the Elemental Powers or Spirits, but he does not believe that these are human, or
ever had been human, neither does he believe that they are demons in the present-day
acceptation of the term. He recognizes them as a force or power-either for good or ill-and during
the pre-totemic period of human evolution he had not as yet imaged them by one or other of the
Zootype1 I have dealt with this point at greater length in my "Origin andEvolution of the
Human Race."OF RELIGION 91 forms. These forms the later Nilotic Negro brought into
existence to establish the distinction one from the other. He had no words to do so at that time,
nor any other means to visualize and distinguish these elemental powers but by Sign
Language, which would best convey to his mind the force or meaning.The Pygmies imaged by
a Sign or Symbol " The One Great Spirit" whom they cannot define by name, nothaving
seen Him; it is portrayed thus and is their most sacred Sign or Symbol-just three sticks
crossed.This primary Sign or Symbol, fashioned in the begin-' ning by the African
Pygmies to represent " The One•- Great Spirit," has been carried on by the various cults
during human evolution, down to the present-day Cross of the Christian Doctrines; it always
represented the One Great One. Sometimes it was varied in form or shape by the pre-totemic



people who left Africa, e.g. by a spear, or, as among the Veddas, by an arrow; but never-
theless it was the Pygmies' Sacred Symbol from the· beginning.The Spirits of the
elements of air, fire, water, earth, trees, etc., were in a sense Ancestral, though not Ancestral
Spirits. The one was pre-human, the others are originally Human.The most essential part of
religion assuredly originated in the worship of Ancestral Spirits. These must have been the
Spirits of human origin discriminated from the Animistic Spirit or elemental powers, as the raison
d'&re of the worship. The first fear and dread of the destroying powers was followed at a later
stage of development by the natural affection for the Mothers and children, who were
universally propitiated as the Ancestral Spirits, the Spirits of the departed who demonstrate the
continuity of existence hereafter by reappearing to the living in phenomenal apparition; but they
never appeared m Totemic or Zootype forms.All Ancestor worshippers have been Spiritualists in
the modern sense ; they have had evidence by practical demonstration that the o-called dead
are still the living,10 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONin a rarer but not less real form. Their
belief in a personal continuity has ever been firmly based on phenomenal facts, not merely ideas
or dreams.Herbert Spencer could find no origin for the idea ofan after-life, save the
conclusion which the savage draws from the notion suggested by dreams (Spencer, "Facts and
Comments," p. 2m). But whatsoever dreams the savage had, they would become familiar in the
course of time. He would learn that dreams had no power to externalize themselves in
apparitions, had there been no ghosts or visible Spirits of the dead. He would also learn readily
enough, and the lesson would be perpetually repeated, that however great his success, when
hunting in his dreams of the night, there was no game caught when he awoke in the morning.
Clearly no reliance could be placed on dreams for establishing the ghost, any more than on the
result of other dreams. Moreover, the same savage that is assumed to have relied on dreams
for a false belief also reports that he sees the Spirits of the dead by abnormal vision, and has
the means of com- municating with them. But all the credulity of all the savages that ever existed
cannot compete or be compared with the credulity involved in this belief or assumptionthat the
ghost itself, together with the customs, the _: ceremonies, the religions, rites of invocation, and
propitia- tion, the priceless offerings, the countless testimonies to the veritability of
abnormal vision, the universal practices for inducing that vfaion for the purpose of
communicating with Spiritual intelligences, had no other than asubjective basis and a false
belief that the dream-shadow was the ; sole reality. Can one conceive
anything more fatal to the mode or belief of evolution as a mode of nature's teaching than
this 'assumption, that man has universally been the victim of an illusion derived from a
baseless delusion ? If primitive men were the victims of a delusion which has been continued
for thousands of years in defiance of all experience and observation, what guidanceor
trust could there be in evolution ; or how are we todistinguish..between the false product
and the true, if menOF RELIGION 11dreamed the ghost into being when there was no
ghost, and founded the whole body of his religious beliefs and customs on that which never
existed? Primitive man was not a hundredth part so likely to be the victim of hallucination or



diseased subjectivity as the modem. Eternal Nature is not hallucinative; it is the scene of
continuous education in primal or rudimentary and constantly recurring realities. His
elemental spirits or forces were real and not the result of hallucination ; why not his Ancestral
Spirits ? African Spiritualism, which might be voluminously illustrated, culmmated in the
Egyptian Mysteries. The Mystery teachers were so far advanced as phenomenal
spiritualists, and record so- little about it in any direct manner, that it has taken one
who owns to have a profound experience of the phenomena many years to attain the true
Knowledge of the Spiritual Laws of the Universe and Spiritual World as set forth in the
eschatology of the Ritual, and which is proved by the Periodic Laws of the Corpuscles.The
Christian Cult is the only one Religion in the world that was based upon the corpse instead of
the Resurrection of the Spirit. In no other Religion is con-l tinuity in Spirit made
dependent on the Resurrection of}..,the earthly body (Origen's teachings).The Christians
mistook the risen Mummy in Amenta· for the corpse that was buried on Earth, whereas all
other religions were founded on the rising again in the Spirit from the corpse as it was imaged in
the Resurrection of Amsu-Horus transforming from the Mummy Osiris,-..and by the human
soul emerging alive from the body of dead matter. There is no instance recorded in all the
experience of Spiritualists, ancient or modern, of the corpse coming back from the Tomb. The so-
called worship of Ancestors depends entirely on the Ancestors being considered living,
conscious, acting, and recipient Spirits, and not as the corpses mouldering in the earth.
Thistfurnishes the sole reason for all the sacrificial offerings,the life, the blood, the food, the
choicest and costliest offerings that could be given to the dead. Those whom12 THE
ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONwe call dead were the veritable living in superhuman form,
possessing superhuman powers. Clairvoyance was "the vision and the faculty divine," the
"beatific vision" of all the early races, which a few possess at the present day. It was sought
for and cultivated, prized and pro- tected, as the most precious of all human gifts.
·Both the pre-totemic and Totemic people had learnt by experience how to communicate
with their loved ones who had departed this earthly life; yet they never mourned them nor wept
for them, but rejoiced at the time of death because they knew that they lived again. Their "
Under- world" was founded upon the facts that they had ascer- tained from their departed, and
the smallest details are left recorded as to what the Spiritual body of the departed had to
undergo before entering the "Final Paradise." Only those who had attained that Great End
were per- mitted to return and visualize themselves to their friends. The Materialists of the
present day can never obtain that gnosis, because they have never tried to learn, and
therefore will ever remain in dark and dense ignorance of the subject which is most material
to their future existence; but it is none the less true, notwithstanding their unbelief or
ignorance of the true gnosis. This is set forth in the Book of Everlasting Life, the oldest
in..,. the world.In studying the beginnings, our first lesson is to learn something of the Symbolic
Language of Animals, as primitive man did, and to understand what it is they say as
Zootypes.Primitive Language is still extant in divers forms.. It_ is extant in the so-called dead



language of the Hiero- glyphics, the Ideographs and Pictographs, in the figures of Tattu, in the
portraiture of the Nature Powers, which came to be divinized at length in the human likeness of
the Gods and Goddesses of Mythology; and in that language of the folk-fables still made use of
by the pre- totemic people in which the Jackal, the Dog, the Lion, the Crane, the White
Vulture, and other beasts and birds kept on talking as they did in the beginning, and continueOF
RELIGION 18more or less to say in human speech what they once said in the primitive
Symbolism; that is, they fulfil the same characters in the Marchen that were first founded in the
Mythos.Actuality was earlier than Typology, and the elements of life themselves, as the
objects of recognition were earlier than the Zootypes, as, for instance, Earth, Air, Wind,
Water, Rain, Vegetables, etc., which became Totems without being, as it were, first in types of
Mythology.Thies we find all pre-totemic people :I. Worshipped and made offerings to" The
One Great Spirit," Whom they could not define but portrayed in Sign Language by a
Symbol.They believed in the Spirits of their Ancestors because they could see the Corpuscular
body after it was dead; and they propitiated and made offerings in order that the Spirit of their
Ancestors should do no harm to the living humans.They believed in the Elemental Powers,
or Spirits, and propitiated them, not as demons, but as powers or forces of Nature. These are
the threer primary forms of religion proving pre-totemic man's religious beliefs, and_ the
foundation and beginning of all Religion and Religious beliefs in the world.CHAPTER
IIRELIGIOUS CULT OF THE TOTEMIC PEOPLESTHEnext stage of Religion and Religious
ideas was evolved by the Nilotic Negroes. We find as man advanced up the ladder in evolution,
so his Religious ideas pro- gressed and advanced to a higher plane.All humans in the pre-
totemic stage were in the stateof a gregarious horde with its general promiscuity.The
earliest form of human society was brought into existence by the Nilotic Negro under what may
be termed Totemic Sociology, which in one phase distinguishes it from the pre-totemic
people.For reasons unnecessary to be dilated upon in this book, they first divided themselves
into two halves, or tribes ; afterwards these divided again into four ; later a further
subdivision took place into eight, and thenfurther subd:visions,  each tribe having its
own dis-... tinguishing Totem. It became necessary to distinguish the blood
relationship of these various tribes-the one from the other, as the Father of a child was never
known- because all Women, of, say, A tribe, were commo11 to men of B tribe, and vice
versa, only the Mother blood could be traced. To ascertain this and keep it true they
introduced "Totems" and performed Sacred Ceremonies called Totemic Ceremonies.
Whilst some of the Nilotic Negroes carried out the primitive wisdom from the same central
birthplace in Africa (at the head of the Nile and around the Great Lakes), to the islands
of the Southern Seas and other parts of the world, and were fossilized during long ages of
isolation, those that remained carried it down the Nile to take living root and grow, :flourish
and expand as their Mythology and Astro-Mythology.14ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION OF
RELIGION 15finally ending in the development by evolution in the Eschatology of Ancient
Egypt.Totemism has been variously described. Sir James Frazer calls it " both a religious and



social system," a description with which I entirely agree.The name Totem is not, however, in my
judgment, derived from an Ojibway (Chippeway) word, as he states(" Totemism," p. r}, but from
the Egyptian Tem-t.The hieroglyphic is the figure of a total composed of two halves.The
Egyptian Tern or Tem-t has various applications in Egyptian.Itsignifies Man, Mankind, Mortals,
also to unite, to be entire, or perfect; it is the name for those who are created persons, as in
making young men and young women in Totemic Ceremonies. Also it is a Total and to be
totalled. It is the figure of totalling a number into a whole which commences with a two-fold
unity.To understand this definition, take the case of two different classes of one clan or class ;
the whole clan or tribe we will call A. This is subdivided into A and B. All A can marry all B,
or all B can marry all A, but A must not marry A nor B marry B. These again can be (and
are in some cases) re-divided again as regards their children and come under either C or D,
and these again into two other sub-classes. Yet all are totalled into the one tribe.It is also a
place name, as well as a personal namefor the social unit or division of persons.Among
the Nilotic Negroes the Totem first represented two phases-primarily it was given to the
girl when she was made a woman, as her badge or banner by which she, as the Mother, and all
her children would be known ; and, secondly, it included that of food districts, and the special
food of certain districts was represented by the Totem of the family or Tribe. The Totem was
first eaten by members of the group as their own special food; later this was altered, and
the Totemic food was only very16 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONsparingly eaten by the
Tribe with that Totem ; it became 1 Tahu, or sacred, to them. The Tribe was
appointed its preserver and cultivator and was named after it.The Totem primarily, then, was
given to a girl when she became pubescent, as her badge or banner, by which she and all
her children were always known. Thus, if her Totem was a Lizard, all her children would be
Lizards, or, if a Crocodile, all her children would be young Croco- diles; and when we read in
books, as we do, of women bringing forth Snakes, Crocodiles, or any other Zootype, we know
that the Totem of the Mother was a Snake or Crocodile, or some other Zootype which
was the name of her Totem, and her children obviously were named accordingly. The Totem,
then, represented the Maternal Ancestor, the Mother who gave herself up for food to the
tribe, and was eaten absolutely alive after she had ceased to bear children, because she
should never die, but always be alive. This was the primitive Eucharist, and was the
Jou,ndation of alt such rites. "The body andblood " were veritably eaten whilst alive, and no
morsel, however small, was allowedtoremain uneaten.Itwas a sacred feast to be equally
partaken of by each member of the tribe. This custom has now died out in most partsof
the world, if not all, inhabited by the Nilotic Negroes, and her Totemic Zootype is eaten
sacramentally once a year in place of the human Mother. It is very important to
remember this as it is the origin of one of the principal doctrines of the Christian Cult, and it
can be traced all through the different Cults in evolution to the present time in its various
phases. She, the Mother of the Tribe, was afterwards represented as the Mythical Great
Mother- in Egypt, as the Goddess Hathor in the Tree, the Suckler as Rerit the Sow;



the Nurse as Rannut the Serpent, and the enceinte Mother as Apt, who was translated into
fleshly form for eating as the Totemic Cow, i.e. when the elemental powers became divinized.In
Totemism, the Mother and Motherhood, the Sister and Sisterhood, the Brother and Brotherhood,
the girl who transformed at puberty, the .Mother who was eaten asOF RELIGION 17a
sacrifice, the two women who were Ancestresses, were all of them human, all of them actual,
in the domain of natural fact. But when the same characters have been continued in
Mythology, they are superhuman. The Mother and Motherhoods, the Sister and
Sisterhoods, the Brother and Brotherhoods, have been divinized. The realities of
Totemism have supplied the types to Mythology as Goddesses and Gods who wear the heads
and skins of beasts, to denote their character. The Mother, as human in Totemism, was known
by her Totem as the Water-Cow, and this became the type of the Great Mother in Mythology.
But it is the Type that was continued, not the Human Mother. The Mother
as first person in the human family was the first person in Totemic Sociology. Hence came the
Great Mother in Mythology who was fashioned in the Matriarchal mould,
but with this difference: it is the Human Mother underneath the mask in Totemism.
It is notthe Human Mother who wasdivinized as the Great Provider in Mythology.
Thus the Mother was human in the mask of Totemism and is superhuman in the mask of
Mythology. The human Mother might 'be represented by, or as, the Totemic Cow,
Serpent, Frog, or Vulture, nevertheless they were not Human Mothers who were divinized in
these same likenesses, as the Egyp- tian Goddesses Isis, Rannut, Hekat and Neith.
But the Human Mother who was eaten alive at the sacramental meal did supply a type of
the superhuman Mother in external nature, who also gave herself as a voluntary sacrifice for
human food and sustenance ; the Mother of life in death who furnished the first eucharist which
was eaten in the religious Mysteries, the Human Mother had been an actual victim, eaten as a
sacrifice. The Superhuman Mother or Goddess was eaten typically or by proxy. Hence she, who
was the giver of food and life to the world, came to be eaten sacramentally and vicariously ;
that is, in some Totemic victim, by whose death her sacrifice was symbolically represented.
There were different types of the sacrificial victim at different stages of the eucharist.,f\tone
stage it was the Red-Calf as the type of Horus,818 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONthe
child; this same type was continued in the Hebrew Ritual ; it was carried on under various types
in different Cults, and finally into the Christians' Doctrines; but the origin of the Rite was the
actual eating of the Mother of the Tribe, as a sacred and solemn sacrificial rite so that the
Mother should never die, in the Totemic Mysteries established first by the Nilotic Negroes.The
object of certain sacred ceremonies associated with the Totems is to secure the increase
of the animal or plant which gives its name to the Totem.Each Totemic Group has its own
ceremony, and no two are absolutely alike; but however they may differ in detail, they all have
for their main object the purpose ofincreasing the supply of food; not food in general, but
the food represented by their Totem.Other Sacred Totemic Ceremonies are associated with
what may be called the second "Creation"; that is, making the boy into a man and the girl into



a woman, and may be termed religious ceremonies of the most premature form." The Cutting
and opening " was the making of men and women; hitherto all had been a promiscuous
herd, now at the inception of these Totemic Ceremonies the boy was made into a man and
the girl into a woman. And this is the origin and meaning of the second creation as
recorded in the Hebrew Texts.Thus the Creation of man was mystical in one sense, and in
another Totemic ; i.e. pre-totemic and Totemic.-pre-human and Human.The Totem
afterwards, in its religious phase, was as much the sign of the Goddesses and Gods as it had
been· for the Motherhoods and Brotherhoods from whence it took its origin. The Zootype
became and was the image of the superhuman power ; for example, the Mother- Earth as a
giver of water was imaged as a Water-Cow. Seb, the Father of Food, was imaged by the
Goose that laid the eggs. The primary seven elemental powers were looked upon Mythically as
children of the Great Earth- Mother, who were all born as Males; they were begettersOF
RELIGION 19as transformers. The two primary were twin-brothers, Set and Horus,
representing as powers, Night and Day, or Darkness and Light, assigned as Set, God of the
South, and Horus, God of the North. Shu was the Third, representing the breath of life,
breathing force; the winds, represented at the Equinox by the Lion ; and these formed the
primary Trinity, or the God in a triune form, or with three attributes. The cult of the primary
Mythology was founded in invocation and propitiation of the Great Mother-Earth, the giver of life
and birth, of food and water, as the primary power who brought forth the seven elemental
powers, called her children. Many and various Zootypes have been used by the Nilotic
Negroes all over the world as representative images, by the later Lunar and Stellar Cult
people who came after. The powers of nature had been represented by pre-totemic
people by sign language only.Itwas the Hero Cult Nilotic Negro who first repre- sented these
nature powers by means of Zootype forms. The Goddess, the old Earth-Mother and her seven
children, were developed from the superhuman nature powers originating with, and from the
earth, as the Universal Great Mother, and not from Ancestral Human Spirits. The one is
universally differentiated from the other. These powers, which were called her children, were at
a later stage :In Egypt : The seven Ali.In Phrenicea : They are the seven Elohim. In
Assyria : They are the seven forms of Lli.In Israel : The seven Elohim, Kabirim, or
Baalim.Itwas these Nilotic Negroes who first used Zootypes to distinguish the human
Motherhoods and Brotherhoods. These Zootypes were re-applied to the
elemental powers in their Mythology which the Hero Cult people developed and, afterwards,
repeated in the constellation figures as a mode of record in the heavens in the prehistoric past
during the Astra-Mythology, which followed the Mythology which can still be read by the aid of
the Ancient Egyptian wisdom, but not by means of Semitic legendary20 THE ORIGIN AND
EVOLUTIONlore. Thus we find that all the types of Sign Language of Mythology had first
been founded in Totemism and brought on in evolution as man ascended the ladder to
the present time.Itis only by studying primitive man, his thoughts and his Totemic
Ceremonies, and all that these represented to his mind in Sign Language, following and tracing



them through the evolution of the human race, that one can arrive at a definite and true
knowledge of the origin and meaning of our present-day beliefs.We must remember, to
understand correctly, that Totemism originated in Sign Language rather than Soci- ology; the
Sign Language originating with the pre-totemic people, the Signs being now, at the Totemic
Stage, applied for use in Sociology, Mythology, and Fetishism.Ceremonial rites were established
as the means of memorizing facts in Sign Language when there were no written records of the
human past. In these the Knowledge was acted, the Ritual was exhibited and kept in ever- living
memory by continual repetition. The Mysteries, Totemic or Religious, were founded on
the basis of action. Thus the Sign to the Eye and the Sound to the Ear were continued, pari
passie, in the dual development of Sign Language that was visual and vocal at the same time.
The brothers and sisters were identifying themselves, not with, or as, animals, but by
means of them, and bymaking use of them as Zootypes for their Totems.The secrets of the
most primitive form of the Myths and Symbols for thousands of years existed in human
memory alone. In the absence of written records the oral method of communication was
held all the more sacred, as was exempl(ned in the ancient Priesthood, whose ritual and gnosis
depended on living memory for its truth, purity, and sanctity.Itwas the mode of communicating
from mouth to ear; it continued in all the Mysteries, and is still carried on as from the original,
in the present Masonic Mysteries. The earlier religions thus had their Mysteries
interpreted.We have ours mis-interpreted.OF RELIGION 21It is these elemental Souls or
Spirits, which have no sex, that have been mixed up with human souls byHindu, Greek,
Buddhist, and Pythagorean after losing the true gnosis of the Egyptian Mystery. Teaching had
become lost and perverted, and mistaken for the human soul in course of transmigration
through the series which were but representative of souls that were distinguished as non-
human by those who understand Sign Language. No transmigration of human souls is
involved, and this is where the translators of the Book of Enoch have erred-" The Sons of
God who cohabited with the daughters of men." The translator or writer of this book mixes
the seven elemental powers, which were divinized, or the Mythical Gods, with the human
women, not under- standing the Sign Language of the Ritual from whence this book originated.
(See Genesis vi. also.)The change of the human descent from the Mother- blood to the
Father-blood is obviously commemorated in the Mysteries or ceremonial rites of
the Arunta. In the operation of young-man making,
two modes of cutting are performed upon the
boy by which: he becomes a man and a tribal Father. The first of these
is commonly known as circumcision, or lartna, by the Arunta ; the other ceremony of
initiation, which comes later, is the rite of subincision called ariltha. The
second cutting is necessary for the completion of the perfect man. With this
trial test the youth becomes a man ; fathership is founded, and, as certain customs show,
the Motherhood is in a measure cast off at the time, or typically superseded by
the Fatherhood.Nature led the way for the opening rite performed upon the female, and



therefore we conclude that this preceded the operation performed upon the men, which was a
custom established like the couvade, in the course of commemorating the change from
the Matriarchate to the Father-right.When we hear Nilotic Negroes say that: "The Lizard first
developed the sexes" (as stated by the Australians) and also that it was the author of
marriage, we must22 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONfirst know or ascertain what the Lizard
signifies in Sign Language. We find that, like the Serpent or Frog, it denoted the female period,
and we see how it distinguished or divided the sexes and in what sense it authorized, or
was the authorof,Totemic marriages, because of its being a sign or symbol of feminine
pubescence. It is said of the Amazula: That when old women pass away they take the form of a
kind of Lizard.The Lizard in the primith'e system of Sign Language was aZootype,the
Ideographic Yalue of which informs you that it appeared at puberty, but disappeared at the turn
of life, and with the old ·woman went the disappearing lizard.The Frog, which transformed from
the tadpole condi- tion, was another Ideograph of female pubescence-a type of
transformation. Also it was a sign of "Myriads," and as Lunar, it would denote myriads of
renewals.The custom of " the couvade " found amongst the Iberians, Basques, Corsicans,
Navarres, many African Tribes, Carabs, Tamanacs, Abipones, Dyaks of Borneo, Tupis of Brazil,
West Yuman in China, Greenlanders, Indians of California, and many others, originated amongst
the early inhabitants of the Stellar Cult people, or Hero- Cult in the Valley of the Nile. It is a
custom typical of the transformation of the father into the child. This is demonstrated by
the doctrine of Kheper who was the creator or transformer, and, although the doctrine of
Kheper came into existence during the Solar Cult, in my view the custom originated during
the earlier Stellar Cult in a primitive form at least, and the doctrine was carried all over the
world by the later Hero Cult or earliest Stellar Cult people, which is the reason why we find it
existing at the present day.When the Arunta perform the rite of subincision, which follows
that of the primary operation (circumcision) a slit is cut in the penis right down to the root.
The natives have no idea of the origin of the practice,t but, as the practice proves, it is
performed as an assertion1 Spencer and Gillen : " Northern Tribes of Australia," p. 263.OF
RELIGION 28of manhood, and is a mode of " making the boy into a man," or "creating
man." Now, at this time it was customary to cast the Motherhood aside by some significant
action; that is, when the Fathership is established in the initiation ceremony. And in the Arunta
rite of subin- cision, the operating Mura first of all cuts out an oval- shaped piece of skin from the
male member which he flings away. The oval shape is an emblem of the female all the world
over, and this is another mode of rejecting the Mother and of attributing begettal to the
Father, as it was attributed in the creation by Atum-Ra, who was both male and female. (As
the one "All Parent.")From the " cutting "of the male member now attributed to Atum-Ra, we
infer that the rite of circum- cision and of subincision wasamode of showing the derivation from
the human Father in supersession of the Motherhood, and that in the Arunta double
cutting the figure of the female was added to the member of the male; nor is this without
corroboration. In his ethno- logical studies (p. r8o) Dr. Roth explains that in the Pitta-Pitta and



cognate Boulia dialects, the term Me-Ko Ma-ro denotes the man with a vulva, which shows
that the oval slit was c1.tt upon the penis asafigure of the female, and a mode of assuming the
Fatherhood. In the Hebrew Book of Genesis this carving of the female on the person of the
male, in the second creation, has been given the legendary form of cutting out the woman
from the body of the male. Adam is thus imaged as a biune parent, Atum-Ra.But when
the custom of circumcision was transferred to the time of childhood, as it had been by the
Jews and Arabs, to be performed on the infant of eight days old, then the natural (i.e.
according to the Totemic religious condition) loses its sense and becomes cruel in its
dotage.The Mystery of the resurrection, which was originally instituted by these Totemic Nilotic
Negroes, may be seen still performed symbolically by the Arunta Tribes in the quabarra
ingiwiringa inkinga, or corroborree of24 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONthe arisen bones,
which bones image the dead body,, whilst the performers represent the Ulthauna, or
spirits of the dead. The bones were sacredly preserved by those who were yet unable to
make the mummy as a type of permanence.Every native has to pass through certain
ceremonies before he is admitted to the secrets of the tribe. The first takes place at about
the age of 12 years; the final and most impressive one is probably not passed through until the
native has reached the age of 30years. These two initiations thus correspond to, or represent,
the origin of those mysteries of the double Horus, or Jesus, at12 years of age: the child
Horus, or Jesus, makes his Transformation into the adult in his baptism or other kindred
mysteries. Horus, or Christ, as the man of 30 years is initiated in the final mysteries of
the resur- rection. The long lock of childhood was worn by him until he attained
the age of 12 years, when he was changed into a man. With the Arunta Tribe, the hair
of the boy is for the first time tied up at the commencement of the opening ceremony of the
series by which he is made a man. His long hair is equivalent to the Horus Lock. The
first act of initiation in these Mysteries is that of throwing the boy up into the air. This
was a primitive mode of dedication to the Ancestral purity of the Totem or the tribe, whose
voice is heard in the sound of the churinga or bull-roarers whirling around.It is said by the
natives "that the voice of the Great Spirit was heard when the resounding bull-roarer spoke." The
Great Spirit was supposed to descend and enter the body of the boy and to make him a
man, just as in the mystery of Tattu, the soul of Horus the adult, descends upon and unites with
the soul of Horus the child, or the soul of Ra, the Holy Spirit, descends upon Osiris to quicken
and transform and re-erect the Mummy, where risen Horus becomes bird-headed as the
adult in Spirit; the Arunta youth is given the appearance of flight to signify the change
resulting from the descent of the Spirit, as the cause of transformation. When oneOF
RELIGION 25becomes a soul in the Mysteries of the Ritual by assuming the form or image of
Ra, the initiate exclaims : " Let me wheel round in whirls, let me revolve Ii e the turning
one" (Ch. 83, Rit.). The "turning one" is thesun God Kheper, whose name is identical with that
of an Australian Tribe, Chepara (Kheper), as the soul of " self-originating force," which was
imaged under one type by the Bennu, a bird that ascends the air and flies to a great height



whilst circling round and round in spiral whorls (Ch. 85, Rit.).The doctrine of soul-making at
puberty originated amongst the Nilotic Negroes, as did many of the other Egyptian Mysteries.
For example: In the Egyptian Mythology, Horus is the Blind-man, or, rather, he is the child born
blind, called Horus in the Dark. He is also described as the Blind Horus in the city of the
Blind. In his blindness he is typical of the emasculated sun in winter and of the human soul
in death. At the place of his resurrection or re-birth there stands a tree up which he
climbs to enter Spirit life. In Australia, near to the Charlotte Waters, is the tree that rose
to mark the spot where a blind man died. This tree is called the Apera Okilchya ; that is,
the blind man's tree. In another place where a tree stands was the camp of the blind, the city
of the blind, the world of the dead, in which the tree of life or dawn was rooted. Should the tree
be cut down, the men near where it grows will become blind. They would be like Horus in the
Dark, this being the tree of light or the dawn of eternal day. In another of,. their
Ceremonies the Arunta perform the Mysteries of the fight between Horus and the Sebau-in
a primitive phase.The Chepara tribe of Southern Queensland also performthe great Mystery
of the Kurungal, in which may be identified the baptism and re-birthbyfire. The same ceremony is
described in the Ritual as an exceedingly great Mystery and a type of the hidden Things in the
underworld (Ch. r37A, " Ritual of Ancient Egypt").The most sacred ceremonial object of
the Arunta is26 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONcalled the Kanana.  This is erected at the
close of the Engwurn Mysteries. A young gum-tree, 20 feet in height, is cut
down, stripped of its branches and its bark, and erected in the middle of the sacred ground.
The decora- tion of the top was "just that of a human head." Itwas covered
all over with human blood. The exact significance of the Kanana has been
forgotten by the natives-they do not know now. They tell you it has some relation to a
human being, and is regarded as common to the members of all the Totems. The Mystery is
made known at the conclusion of the Engwura series of cere- monies, the last and final of the
initiatory rites through which a native must pass before he becomes a fully developed member,
then admitted to all the eries and secrets of the tribe. This is the
original of the Egyptian Ka statue which is a type of eternal duration as an image of the highest
soul. To make the Kanana, so to say, the pole is humanized. It is painted with human
blood and ornamented like the human head. It has but one form, and is common to all
the Totems. So it is with the Egyp- tian Ka, the eidolon of the enduring soul. The name
of the Kanana answers to the long-drawn-out form of the word "Ka" as Ka-a-a
(Egyptian).Another Ceremonyperformed is called the Bora, which typifies symbolically passing
through the under- world. It is the primitive form of the Egyptian Amenta. " A. valley of death "
is portrayed on the selected ground with the form of a dead man thereon depicted. Members
of the Mysteries stand in two rows, one on each side ; these men are armed with spears and
clubs, etc., and form an arch over the representative·dead ·body. The initifl.te is conducted
through this " valley of death " and has to undergo trials, etc. His conductor carries implements
of power and might to ward off all dangers. As he arrives at each man, he is told, with threats



of death, he cannot pass unless he gives the password. The word is given, and he is
conducted through safely. It is the primitive, symbolic, and dramatic form of passing
through the underworld. He is initiated intoOF RELIGION 27the passage of the dead to
the Spirit world. It is the Totemic form of the Abyss of later Cults and Purgatory of the Roman
Chu rch.1The Nilotic Negroes also believed in their Ancestral Spirits and propitiation of the
same. Livingstone tells us that the natives about Lake Moere make little idols of a deceased
father or mother ; to them they present beer, flour, and bhang; they light a fire for the Spirits to
sit round and smoke in consort with their living relatives.This was the origin of the Egyptian Ka or
image of a Spiritual self.The Ewe-speaking natives also have their Kra or Eidolon, which
existed before the birth of a child, and is precisely identical with the Egyptian Ka (Ellis:
A. B., " Ewe-speaking Peoples " p. I3).Sir Harry Johnston, in his "The Uganda Protec- torate,"
states: "It is a common practice with the Bantu tribes for the relatives of deceased persons
to carve crude little images as likenesses of the dead and set them up for worship or
propitiation." Offerings are made to them in place of the later Ka of the Egyptians.The
earliest type of the departed was a body portrait, which may be found amongst these Nilotic
Negroes, all over the world. Later it was the Mummy. The Ka was the Spirit likeness; but
both imply the same recognition of the Ancestral Spirit ·which lives on after death.'fhe Ka-
chambers in the later Egyptian Tombs wereevolved from these prototypes.Erecting a little
hut for the Spirit is a recognized mode of propitiation. Lionel Dede in his " Three Years in
Savage Africa" (pp. 34-6) describes his Wanyam- wezi as making little huts of grass or green
boughs, even when on the march, and offering them to the musimo or Spirits of their
Ancestors.All primitive races held, and still do hold, that indeath t e spirit rose again and
lived on, and for this1 Photograph of this in " Signs and Symbols of Primordial Man,"p.
455, 3rd ed.28 THE ORIGIN AND EVOLUTIONreason the Ka statue was erected in the
funerary chamber as it had been in the forest hut.A black shadow of the body cast upon
the groundcould not demonstrate the existence of an eternal oul, neither could the hawk or
serpent or any other symbol of force. But the Ka is the double of the dead. It is a
figure of the ghost. The Ka was an image of the only soul of all the series that
ever could be seen outside the human body. This was distinct from the soul of life in a
tree, a plant, a bird, a beast or reptile, because it was an apparition of the human soul
made visible in the human form. The doctrines of its propitiation are definitely stated
in the rubrical directions to Chapter 144 of the Ritual. At this stage of his
spiritual progress the deceased has reached the point where the mummy Osiris has
transformed into the risen Horus, the divine one, who is the eighth at the head of the seven
great spirits. Thus, in the Mysteries of Amenta, human Horus dies to rise again as lord of the
resurrection and to manifest as the double of the dead. He is divinized in the character
of the ghost, and as such he becomes the spirit medium for his father, the holy spirit his "
Witness for Eternity," who is called the only begotten and anointed son. In this character
the deceased is Horus in spirit, 4 ready for the boat of Ra. An effigy of the boat was to be



made for the deceased. In the instructions given it is· said " a figure of the
deceased is to be made " in the presence of the gods. This figure is the Ka.
Oblations of flesh and blood, bread and beer, unguents and incenseare to be offered;
and it is stated that this is to be done ..... to make the spirit of the deceased to live. It
is alsopromised that the ceremony, if faithfully performed, will give the Osiris strength
among the gods, and cause his strides to increase in Amenta, earth, and heaven. Thus
the Ka image to which the offerings were made was representative of the deceased who lived on
in the spirit, whether groping in the netherworld, walking the earth as the ghost, or voyaging
the celestial water in the boat - of Ra on his way to the heaven of eternity.
NaturallyOF RELIGION 29enough, the sustenance of life was offered. to feed those who were
held to be the living, not the dead.The Ka image depicted in the Egyptian must be
distinguished from the Mummy. The mummy was made on purpose to preserve the physical
likeness of the mortal. The mummy was a primitive form of the effigy in which the body was
preserved as its own portrait, whereas the Ka was intended for a likeness of the
Spirit or immortal, the likeness in which the just spirit made perfect was
to see "The Father" or " God" in his glory. Both the Mummy and the Ka were represented in the
Egyptian tomb, each with a chamber to itself. In the Egyptian custom, described by
both Herodotus and Plu- tarch, it was not the dead mummy that was brought to table as a
type of immortality, but the image of the Ka, which denoted what the guests would be like
after death, and was therefore a cause for rejoicing. This was brought on by the gnostics, and
Christianized in Rome. One of the many titles of Osiris in all his forms and places is that of
"Osiris in the monstrance" (Rit., Ch. 141, Naville). In the Roman ritual the monstrance is
a trans- parent vessel in which the host or victim is exhibited. In the latest Egyptian Cult,
 Osiris  was the victim.              The
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